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2011 Waukesha Area Arts Fund Project Grants: Introduction and Guidelines                 
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POSTMARK OR HAND DELIVERY DEADLINE:   Monday, May 2, 2011         

Purpose

Arts Waukesha (formerly known as the Arts Alliance of Waukesha County), with the support of the Wisconsin Arts Board, is pleased to provide funding to further the development and enjoyment of the arts in Waukesha County.  

Arts Waukesha was established in 1985 to promote and perpetuate the arts in Waukesha County. The board meets monthly at1900 Aviation Dr. in Waukesha (City of Waukesha Parks and Recreation building). All meetings are open to the public. Please email president@artswaukesha.org for the current meeting schedule.
Organization Eligibility

You are eligible to apply if you are a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization or other non-profit entity whose administrative office is located in Waukesha County and whose function and purpose includes fostering or the promotion of one or more of the various art forms in Waukesha County. Individuals are currently not eligible under this grant program. If your organization does not have 501(c)3 status you must have a fiscal receiver with 501(c)3 status.
Program Overview

Only one application per eligible organization can be considered. Applications are available online at www.artswaukesha.org  or by e-mail request to grants@artswaukesha.org.    

Applicants may request up to $2,000 (minimum grant is $500). Grants will be awarded for the amount requested or in part. All grant requests will be reviewed according to the same evaluation criteria. The dollar amount requested is not considered in the evaluation process. 

Preference is given to projects that involve a 1-to-1 match from other community resources.  In-kind goods or services can be used for up to 50% of that match. In-kind support is a contribution of equipment/materials, time, and/or services that the donor has placed a monetary value on for tax purposes.

Project or program activities must occur between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. Funding will be available after June 15, 2011.

Activities: Eligible and Ineligible, and Criteria for Funding

Eligible:  Public exhibitions or performances, art festivals, publications, commissioned art, educational activities in dance, theater, music, literary arts, video, film and visual arts. 
Ineligible:        
Prizes or awards, capital projects or equipment purchase, labor or material costs for renovating, endowment funds, debt reduction, contingencies, fines, penalties, interest or projects promoting sectarian religious purposes.
Criteria: Funds will be granted to programs that benefit the community at large, demonstrate artistic merit, have the ability of the applicant to successfully complete the project, and have the potential for applicant’s growth and development.  Priority will be given to innovative projects that maximize community involvement and community impact.

Application Process and Deadline

· One original and three copies of your application with an authorized signature on the original (by an officer of the Board of Directors) should be sent to Arts Waukesha postmarked no later than Monday, May 2, 2011 or delivered in person to 1900 Aviation Dr., Waukesha, (the City of Waukesha Parks and Recreation building) no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 2, 2011.  Mail application form to: Arts Waukesha, P.O. 1968, Waukesha, WI 53187-1968.

· Late, ineligible and incomplete applications will not be considered.
· All applications must be prepared using the grant application form supplied. Applicants are encouraged, but not required, to complete the application via word processing or typing.

· Applicants may appeal decisions made by the review panel for procedural errors or conflict of interest only. Appeals must be filed with Arts Waukesha within 10 days of grant award announcements.

Funding Process

Contracts and reporting forms are sent to all grant recipients. A grant contract agreement with original signature (by an officer of the Board of Directors) must be returned before funds will be distributed.

Funding will be available after June 1, 2010. Grant payment will be made approximately 7-10 days after the receipt of the 2010 signed contracts.  

Contractual Obligations

Grantees are required to furnish the board with a final report, account for all funds and evaluate and report on the effectiveness of the project.

Grantees are required to promote their project to the general public. Copies of promotional materials must accompany the final report. 
Each grant project (concert, program, exhibition, etc.) must include a public service activity available to the entire community.
All promotional publicity, news releases and printed programs must acknowledge Arts Waukesha and the Wisconsin Arts Board funding. Logos will be supplied electronically.

Extensions of the grant period will be permitted only under special circumstances. Any such request must be in writing within the first six months of the project contract.

Failure to alert the Arts Waukesha Board to any changes in the project as contracted may require the return of some or all awarded grant funds.

Projects not completed as contractually obligated are considered “open” until the project is either completed as planned or all awarded grant funds have been returned. Organizations with “open” projects are ineligible to apply for future funding.

For answers to questions regarding the grant program or application form, please contact Arts Waukesha via email:  grants@artswaukesha.org.
Schedule:   Applications Available:  Feb. 21, 2011     Application Deadline:  May 2, 2011


                        Announcement of Grants:  by June 1, 2011          Project Start:  July 1, 2011


                        Project completion:  June 30, 2012     Funding Available: after June 15, 2011
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